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INTRODUCTION

Central lowa Democratic Socialists of America (CIDSA) is not endorsing any
candidates in the 2026 midterms. As a member-led democratic organization,
our endorsements are not simply stamps of approval, but rather a significant
commitment of Chapter resources and labor that are democratically voted on
by our membership.

CIDSA’s Electoral Commission is instead using this opportunity to rate specific
candidates against the DSA’s new Workers Deserve More! national program. Our
program was drafted between the months of April and June 2026 by a
committee of DSA members, elected through a process established by our
2025 National Convention. The program committee included members of DSA’s
National Political Committee (NPC), leaders of national committees, as well as
rank and file members, representing the political breadth of our big tent
organization.

Our rating system judges candidates based on their alignment with the
individual policy planks of the Workers Deserve More program, which are
explained in further detail on pages 7-9. Research conducted for this document
included examining past votes, actions taken, statements made, policy
platforms, and other critical considerations. These ratings reflect our best
understanding of the candidates’ positions as of October 2026.

While we acknowledge it is unlikely that a capitalist politician would align
themselves with our platform which empowers the working class, we also know
the solution is not to temper our demands, but to hold our elected officials to a
higher standard as public servants. As socialists, it is our duty to fight to shift
the window of what’s considered possible in lowa politics. We refuse to be
satisfied with lesser evils— a better world is possible.

SOLIDARITY
FOREVER


https://program.dsausa.org/
https://act.dsausa.org/donate/membership/
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ISSUE ALIGNMENT KEY:

Candidate aligns with this platform plank

Candidate does not align with this platform plank

Candidate partially aligns with this platform plank

Candidate has insufficient public record on this plank




AMENDMENT 1

Amendment 1is the only section of the ballot where Central lowa DSA is issuing
an official recommendation. This amendment would make it more difficult to
raise the corporate or personal income tax by requiring a two thirds majority
vote of the Legislature—a requirement no other policy must satisfy, and that
would make it nearly impossible for the state to raise revenue. This is a
transparent attempt from corporate interests and the wealthy to rig a system
that already benefits them even further in their favor.

This amendment does nothing to help working class lowans afford their bills,
while protecting the highest earners from paying their fair share. It would make
it comparatively easier to raise the sales tax, fuel tax, or tuition at state
universities and community_colleges to make up for the lost revenue streams.
It’s no coincidence that Des Moines is currently facing a budget shortfall
resulting in drastic cuts to public services after the Republican state legislature
passed punitive restrictions preventing_municipalities from raising_revenue
earlier this year. It’s simply the next step in their plan to protect the corporate
bottom line at the expense of lowa taxpayers.

Amendment 1 will appear on every lowan’s ballot in some form when they vote
this year. Look for the following text in the final section, after the judicial
ballot:

“Shall the following amendment to the [lowa] Constitution be adopted?

Provides that any bill to increase the individual income tax rate or the
corporate income tax rate, or the rate of any other type of tax based upon
income or legal and special reserves, shall require the affirmative votes of at
least two-thirds of the members elected to each house of the general assembly
for passage. Further, the two-thirds majority vote requirement applies to the
passage of a bill to establish a new tax on any type of income or legal and
special reserves imposed by the state. The requirement excludes taxes imposed
at the option of a local government. A lawsuit challenging the proper
enactment of a bill must be filed no later than one year following the
enactment.”

Central lowa DSA Recommends: VOTE ”0!



https://www.iowapublicradio.org/state-government-news/2026-05-18/des-moinescity-budget-shortfall-reynolds-signs-property-tax-law
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/ipr-news/2026-09-15/des-moines-city-council-budget-cuts
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FREEDOM TO FLOURISH HEALTHCARE FOR ALL
Expand public resources to support Guarantee universal healthcare at no
recreation, learning, and social spaces cost to individuals, including complete
accessible to all. Establish paid family access to reproductive and gender
leave for all workers, a 32 hour work affirming care. Expand healthcare
week with full pay and benefits, and a access and quality by investing in new
living minimum wage. Provide free, public hospitals and clinics. Make all
quality public education from pre-K to medical education and training public
college and cancel all student debt. and free.

HOUSING FOR ALL FINISH RECONSTRUCTION

Housing is a human right. Build new, End the legacies of slavery and
publicly-owned social housing, colonialism. Reinforce anti-discrimination
strictly requlate investment laws. Honor all treaties and tribal
properties, establish universal rent sovereignty. Enact reparations and
control, and guarantee right to massively invest in good jobs, quality

counsel for all tenants.

housing and infrastructure in neglected
minority communities.

END MASS INCARCERATION AND POLICE IMMUNITY

Demilitarize police departments, disempower police

unions, and redirect funding to public services as steps
towards fully abolishing the police and prison system
which protects the rich and jails the poor. Treat drug
addiction and mental illness as health issues, not crimes.
End qualified immunity and empower civilian oversight 7
bodies with real authority over the police.
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GREEN NEW DEAL

Workers must lead our democratic
transition to a green future. Pass a
federal jobs guarantee. Implement
massive investment in sustainable,
publicly owned energy and transit
infrastructure. Phase out the use of
fossil fuels. Reclaim and repair our
earth’s resources for all.

END THE U.S. WAR MACHINE

Defund the Department of War. End all
foreign wars and close overseas
military bases. Support and fully
employ veterans. End immunity for
U.S. war criminals and support the
International Criminal Court’s mandate
to prosecute war crimes.

END BLOCKADES, EMBARGOES,
AND SANCTIONS

FEMINISM FOR ALL

Socialist feminism fights for queer
liberation and the freedoms of all
working class women. Stop gender
violence and end policies that oppress
bodily autonomy and intimate life,
including patriarchal restrictions on
abortion, childbirth and childraising,
gender expression and transition,
marriage, and divorce. Ban sex
discrimination and ensure fair
compensation and support for all
forms of labor, including care work.

FREE PALESTINE

Recognize the rights of the Palestinian
people, including the right of return,
the right to resist military occupation,
and the right to self determination in a
free Palestine with Jerusalem as its
capital. End all military and economic
aid to Israel. Prosecute U.S. and Israeli
leaders responsible for the genocide
in Gaza.

People around the world deserve to live their lives without U.S. interference. End
economic warfare against countries whose governments act independently of
the United States, such as Cuba, Venezuela, and Iran.



ABOLISH ICE
End ICE detention and deportations and
punish federal agents’ brutality.
Legalize migration, grant amnesty for
all immigrants regardless of status,
provide a path to citizenship for all
permanent residents, and end visa caps
and quotas.

A REAL DEMOCRACY

For the working class to govern, we
need a new political system. End
political corruption and legalized
bribery: get rid of lobbyists, dark
money, and Citizens United, and
publicly finance all elections. Abolish
the Electoral College. Replace the
President and Supreme Court with an
executive and judiciary chosen by and

Establish public ownership of the
largest corporations and essential
industries to ensure democratic control
and accountability to the people. Enact
aggressive wealth taxes on the richest
individuals and corporations to spend
on public goods and infrastructure.

s

DEMOCRACY FOR ALL

Extend full voting rights to all
permanent U.S. residents and restore
the right to vote for incarcerated people
and people with criminal convictions.
Establish statehood for Washington D.C.
and recognize the right to self-
determination for all U.S. territories and
colonies. Expand and protect voting
rights and end voter suppression.

A DEMOCRATIC CONGRESS

Replace the two-party system with a
multi-party democracy. Expand the
House of Representatives, implement
proportional representation and ranked
choice voting in all elections, and
abolish the Senate.

DEMOCRACY AT WORK
Empower workers to come together and
fight the boss. Protect, expand, and
enforce the rights of all workers to
form, join, and strike with their unions,
regardless of industry. Support union
members who organize reform
caucuses, democratize their unions, and
take political action. 9



U.S. SENATE

JOSH TUREK (D)

Josh Turek is the Democratic
nominee for U.S. Senate. He
has been serving in the lowa
House of Representatives
since 2022.
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Turek has consistently voted to protect abortion
rights, voted against banning “CRT” and affirmative
action, voted to limit carbon pipelines and voted
against expanding child labor. He also cast
concerning votes banning civilian review boards,
requiring bail for anyone arrested on a drug charge,
and allowing local police to arrest undocumented
people and hand them over to ICE. In interviews, he
has said he would vote to increase ICE funding and
opposes regulating cancer-causing ag runoff. He has
also recently joined the slew of moderate Democrats
making a calculated attempt to sacrifice our Trans
siblings’ rights for Republican votes.
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U.S. SENATE

Ashley Hinson is the incumbent The only point on which Ashley Hinson might claim

Representative for lowa’s 2nd to align with our Workers Deserve More program

congressional  district. She was in her introduction of a bill allowing over the

previously served in the lowa counter sale of hormonal birth control pills. She is a

House of Representatives. far-right authoritarian in every regard and a loyal
THRIVING servant of the rich and powerful.
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U.S. SENATE

THOMAS LAEHN (L)

Thomas Laehn is the Libertarian Laehn’s campaign platform is the least developed of
Party nominee for US. Senate. He lowa’s three Senate candidates this cycle. His
was previously elected Greene campaign website includes some good policies, such
County Attorney in 2018 and 2022. as removing artificial immigration caps and

overturning Citizens United. Those rare gems are

THRIVING overshadowed by his radical anti-abortion stance and
WORKING-CLASS a refusal to vote for any measure that may increase
COMMUNITIES the national debt, except in cases of “extreme national

emergency”, which is a long-winded way of attacking
Freedom to Flourish critical social services. Laehn’s campaign lays bare the
contradictions of a political vision led by the frigidity
of rugged individualism.
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https://www.bleedingheartland.com/2026/07/05/no-spoiler-here-says-libertarian-senate-candidate-thomas-laehn/
https://www.bleedingheartland.com/2026/07/05/no-spoiler-here-says-libertarian-senate-candidate-thomas-laehn/

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SARAH TRONE GARRIOT (D)

Sarah Trone Garriott is the
Democratic nominee for lowa’s
3rd Congressional District. She
has served in the lowa Senate
since 2021, including as the
senate minority whip.
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Trone Garriott has a history of defending Trans and
LGBT rights in the state legislature. That makes her
cowardly, short-sighted decision to capitulate to
right-wing_fearmongering on the issue all the more
disappointing. The fact that most lowa Democrats
are making the same cynical calculation doesn’t
justify abandoning some of the most vulnerable
members of the working class.
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https://www.erininthemorning.com/p/iowa-democrat-sarah-trone-garriott
https://www.erininthemorning.com/p/iowa-democrat-sarah-trone-garriott
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/democrats-tight-midwest-us-races-split-trans-rights-strategy-2026-10-08/

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ZACH NUNN (R)

Zach Nunn is seeking reelection as
the incumbent Republican Represe-
ntative for lowa’s 3rd Congressional
District. He previously served in the
lowa House of Representatives and
the lowa Senate.
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The only points on which Zach Nunn might claim
to align with our Workers Deserve More program
are his support for bills restoring collective
bargaining for federal workers, allowing over the
counter sale of hormonal birth control pills, and
extending Obamacare subsidies without Hyde
Amendment “protections.” He is a far-right
authoritarian in every other regard and a loyal
servant of the rich and powerful.
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GOVERNOR

ROB SAND (D)

Rob Sand is lowa’s current state
auditor, serving in that role since
first elected in 2018. He was the

only Democrat to win statewide
office in 2022.
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Sand’s gubernatorial campaign has brought hope to
lowans desperate for any relief from the damage
Republicans have brought upon the state. The
campaign’s record-breaking contributions is evidence
of this, collecting over $27 million this cycle. Some of
this comes from Sand’s wealthy family, but the
grassroots enthusiasm shouldn't be dismissed.
Unfortunately, Sand is a long way from being a
socialist, and continues to bend even further to the
right on critical issues such as trans rights, data
centers, and immigration. Sand may be a reprieve from
GOP destruction, but lowa workers still deserve more
than milguetoast “both sides” enlightened centrism.
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GOVERNOR

ZACH LAHN (R)

Zach Lahn is a Koch-connected Lahn has worked to oppose Medicaid expansion in
political operative with an Montana and co-founded a private school in Kansas
extensive history of fighting to using right-wing billionaire money. Although he
undermine the working class. does support additional regulations on some
THRIVING insti?utional. investors, Zach La.hl’.] .do.es not support
public housing or rent control initiatives that would
WORKING-CLASS keep lowans sheltered. Lahn would see education
COMMUNITIES and healthcare further privatized, and would
ultimately like to eliminate the state income tax.
Lahn doesn’t have any beliefs beyond what his
corporate sponsors pay him to think.
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SECRETARY OF STATE

RYAN PETERMAN (D)

Ryan Peterman is the Inexplicably, Peterman supports the same nonsensical
Democratic nominee for  Voter ID laws as his Republican opponent. He is
secretary of state. He is a  slightly better when it comes to other voter
former naval officer and  protections, favoring expanding the early voting
national security advisor. window and returning_voter attestation. Peterman

THRIVING says that he would have fought the Trump

administration’s illegal request for lowa's voter-
WC(:J(I)QI\';:\II\IISI;IICTI]?SSS registration lists.

Freedom to Flourish

Healthcare for All

WORKING-CLASS
ﬁ o DEMOCRACY WORKING-CLASS
Housing for All Democracy for Al FOREIGN POLICY
L @ @ End the U.S.
: @ War Machine
Finish Reconstruction A Real Democracy

Zo & o

End Mass Incarceration and
Police Immunity

G ®
End Blockades, Embargoes,
Green New Deal Economic Democracy and Sanctions

B
G2
oo

Feminism for All

A Democratic Congress

Abolish ICE

= 17
& o



https://www.aclu-ia.org/voter-id-iowa-fact-sheet/
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/state-government-news/2026-04-16/iowa-lawmakers-pass-bill-to-eliminate-identity-vouching-at-the-polls-for-voters-without-id

SECRETARY OF STATE

PAUL PATE (R)

Paul Pate is seeking reelection as
the Republican Secretary of State.
The 68-year-old has served in the
role since 2015, and previously
held the office from 1995-1999.
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If elected, this would be Pate’s fifth term and he
would be well over 70 years old by the end of it.
Even worse, he supports discriminatory Voter ID
laws that make it harder for lowans to vote. When
Trump’s Department of Justice came looking for
lowan voters’ personal information, Pate gave it
away freely even as other states successfully
refused. A vote for Paul Pate is a vote for four
more years of enabling Trump’s fascist agenda.
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https://www.aclu-ia.org/voter-id-iowa-fact-sheet/
https://www.aclu-ia.org/voter-id-iowa-fact-sheet/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2026/09/29/paul-pate-iowa-voter-registration-data-doj-requirement-denied/91945136007/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2026/09/29/paul-pate-iowa-voter-registration-data-doj-requirement-denied/91945136007/

STATE AUDITOR

TAYLOR WETTACH (D)

A former attorney who left his Though he is slightly more progressive than Sand
firm when it cut a $125 million on issues such as universal healthcare and
deal with the Trump Admin- LGBTO+ rights, he is still very much a centrist and
istration, Wettach plans to follow a capitalist. He initially launched a bid for lowa’s
in the footsteps of Rob Sand. 1st Congressional District in the 2025 Democratic

Primaries, but dropped out of the race to

THRIVING announce his run for State Auditor, with the

WORKING-CLASS stated intention of preventing far-right candidate

COMMUNITIES Chris Cournoyer from taking the State Auditor’s
Freedom to Flourish office.
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STATE AUDITOR

CHRIS COURNOYER (R)

Chris Cournoyer is the Republican The only “worker” protections she supports are
candidate for state auditor. She is qualified immunity for police who harm members
the current Lieutenant Governor of of our community. Cournoyer does not align with
lowa, and previously served in the a single point of our Workers Deserve More

lowa State Senate. program. She is a far-right authoritarian in every
THRIVING regard and a loyal servant of the rich and
WORKING-CLASS powerful.
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STATE TREASURER

JOHN NORWOOD (D)

John Norwood is the Democratic
candidate for state treasurer. He
works  for Goldman Sachs
coaching small business owners
and previously ran for secretary
of agriculture.
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Norwood has shared a few policy positions that
would improve workers’ lives. He has said he
supports maintaining lowa Public Employees
Retirement System (IPERS) as is, favors
investments that diversify market opportunities in
agriculture, depositing state funds in local banks
and—especially relevant to economic democracy—
credit unions, and opposes eminent domain for
carbon pipelines. He has also made concerning
statements calling for fiscal austerity, suggesting
substantially privatizing social security, opposing
regulations on agricultural pollution, and opposing
solar and wind energy projects.
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STATE TREASURER

ROBY SMITH (R)

Roby Smith is seeking
reelection as the incumbent
Republican state treasurer. He
previously served in the lowa
Senate.
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Smith does not align with a single point of our
Workers Deserve More program. He is a far-right
authoritarian in every regard and a loyal servant of
the rich and powerful. Specifically, he has published
reports recommending privatizing IPERS
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SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE (x#ss

CHRIS JONES (D)

Chris Jones is the Democratic Though he doesn’t identify himself as a socialist, he
nominee for Secretary of has a detailed policy agenda that largely aligns with
Agriculture. He is a retired the interests of working class lowans. His 4 point
water quality researcher and foundation and 28 point solution focuses on regulating
author of The Swine Republic.  agricultural pollution and diversifying lowa farms,
which would in turn be able to provide local food to our

THRIVING communities. While it will be a step in the right
WORKING-CLASS direction if implemented, doing so will certainly prove
COMMUNITIES difficult, especially if other elected officials aren't

Freedom to Flourish willing to work with him on the issues.
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SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE,

MIKE NAIG (R)

Mike Naig is seeking reelection Sitting at $150K, the top contributor to his 2026
as the incumbent Republican campaign has been the Republican Senate Leadership
Secretary of Agriculture. He is  Committee (RSLC) Victory Fund, a GOP super PAC who
backed by _big-ag_giants and |abel themselves as “America’s only line of defense
worked as a lobbyist for against socialism in the States” at the top of their

Monsanto. website and are dedicated to electing Republicans
THRIVING downballot. Naig wants to do more of the same,
WORKING-CLASS claiming that lowa is making progress on water
COMMUNITIES quality already. He claims to be an advocate for

healthy soil & water, but one look at our lakes and

Freedom to Flourish _ _
streams will tell you otherwise.
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https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/11/05/iowa-election-2018-results-secretary-agriculture-mike-naig-tim-gannon-pork-dairy-farm-policy-trade/1732653002/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z118903e113075v118903d--99--b--99--&gca-ft=141&gca-ds=sophi

ATTORNEY GENERAL

NATE WILLEMS (D)

Nate Willems is the He has a history of fighting to recover stolen wages for
Democratic nominee for  the working class, and has criticized the way the current
Attorney General. workers compensation system favors employers. He
receives a mixed rating on the Democracy For All plank
because while he has opposed turning over voter

THRIVING information to federal authorities, he has also said he

WORKING-CLASS would enforce voter ID laws. He has spoken out against

COMMUNITIES the ‘big beautiful billl and violent ICE actions, but

repeatedly advocates for pay raises for law enforcement.

Freedom to Flourish He may be inarguably better than “the Bird,” and has been

Q threatened for exposing her corruption on environmental

i issues, but ultimately falls short in many areas.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL

BRENNA BIRD (R)

Brenna Bird is seeking  Bird does not align with a single point of our Workers
reelection as the Deserve More program. She has taken five small but
incumbent Republican  meaningful actions against corporations over the last

Attorney General. two years and signed an agreement with the Meskwaki
nation expanding the latter’s sovereign police powers,
THRIVING but is otherwise a far-right authoritarian in every

d and a loyal servant of the rich and powerful who
WORKING-CLASS 7%
famously took a large bribe from the corporation that

COMMUNITIES poisoned her home town in exchange for letting them
Freedom to Flourish off with a slap on the wrist. Her campaign slogan is
“give ‘em the bird,” and when she says that, dear
" G reader, she’s talking about you.
Healthcare for All
WORKING-CLASS
;ﬁ{ Q DEMOCRACY WORKING-CLASS

Democracy for All
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A Democratic Congress

End Blockades, Embargoes,
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Read the full platform at program.dsausa.org
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